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Arkansas Council of Teachers of English and Language Arts 

The 2011 ACC will take place on November 3
rd

 and 4
th

 in Little Rock, Arkansas.  ACTELA 

board members have worked tirelessly to bring you what they promise to be the best ACC 

conference yet!  With over 40 ELA sessions and several innovative workshops, you will not be 

disappointed.   Take a minute to peruse over just a few of the sessions available for ELA 

teachers.  See you in just a few weeks!     

Sessions about Literature 
 Bringing Shakespeare into the 21st 

Century 

 Teaching the Holocaust Through the 
Words of Survivors 

 Games for the ELA Classroom 

 Critical Literacy through Dystopian 
Literature 

 “It’s That Easy”: Using Digital 
Technologies to Support Literature 
Instruction 

 Hard Times in Maycomb 

 Letters about Literature--Getting 
Your Students Involved! 

 

Sessions about Common Core and 
TLI 

 Illustrative texts of the Common 
Core Grades 6-12 

 Reading in the Common Core 

 Beating TLI Blues  
 
 

                  
 

Sessions about Writing  
 Writing from the Roots 

 Social Media Writing Connections 

 Collaborative Conversations: 
Generating Inquiry with Writing as a 
Tool  

 Rethinking Writing: The Challenge of 
Digital Composing 

 Authentic Writing Classrooms: 
Inspiring Student Writers 

 Pesky Problems Purged: Cures for 
Common Usage Errors 

 Make the Journal Work for YOU 
 

Sessions about Reading  
 Book talking 101: The Best Young 

Adult and Juvenile Books of 2011 

 Boogers, Barf, and Boys: How to 
Speak their Literacy Language  

 Recovering the Inner Literacy 
Learner: Strategies for Secondary 
Struggling Readers 

 Newbery Books for Boys -  Linda 
Arnold Mini Grant 

 The Arkansas Teen Book Award-
What is it? 

 

 

2011 ACC Highlights  
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SIGN UP for the 2011 ACTELA Workshops and experience 
the Professional and Practical Language Arts sessions  

plus a GREAT lunch with author Christopher Paul Curtis! 
 

--All from 8:00am to 11:20am on THURSDAY— 
  
1--Authentic Writing Classrooms: Inspiring Student Writers, Grades K-12 / Cost $40  
 
National Writing Project teacher consultants from two Arkansas sites will facilitate interactive sessions for any teacher 
interested in discovering students' strengths through student writing. The invitation is open to explore authentic writing 
experiences focused on REVISION and VOCABULARY. Bring your journal and come join us to acknowledge student genius 
through writing. Materials and Thursday ACTELA luncheon is included. 
 

 "Revision: A Sticky Business"  (1 ½ hours) 
Presented by Helen Eaton, NWP Teacher Consultant from Northwest Arkansas Writing Project 
 

Participants will gain practical ideas that help with the sticky business of revision and managing conference groups. 
 

 “Writing from the Roots"   (1 ½ hours) 

Presented by Trina Williams, NWP Teacher Consultant from Great Bear Writing Project 
 
Participants will receive a graphic organizer and ideas of how to use root words in a creative writing 
activity. We will explore ways to teach vocabulary in creative writing. 

 

2--Creative Stories - Creative Kids: Reading, Writing, and Telling, Grades K-3 / Cost $40  
This make-and-take workshop will provide early childhood teachers with new ideas for making stories come 
alive for children.  Books, storytelling materials, and writing tools will be shared as a motivator for increasing 
young children's love for literacy. Materials and Thursday ACTELA luncheon is included.  

 
 

--All from 8:00am to 11:20am on FRIDAY— 

1--Boys Will Be Boys: Closing the Gender Achievement Gap Summit,έ Grades K-12 / Cost $40  
In order to meet academic achievement goals for all Arkansas male students, schools must implement strategies 
that respond to the diverse learning styles and needs of boys. Participants will gain specific information on 
strategies that support male learners. Materials and FRIDAY ACTELA luncheon is included.  
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Submit your writing to 
Arkansas Anthology  2012 

 

Arkansas Anthology 20 12 is looking for outstanding writings!     
The Arkansas Anthology  (in print and online) is a collection of literary works written by Arkansas 

students and their teachers.  The writings are judged, selected, and published annually by the Arkansas 
Council of Teachers of English and Language Arts (ACTELA), a non-profit professional organization.  

 

Categories:  

 Short story  (maximum 700 words)   Essay (maximum 500 words)  

Personal narrative  (maximum  500 words)      Descriptive paragraph  

Poetry                                                           ñFillersò:  Very short, yet original pieces such as patterned poems, original  
      jokes, epigrams, metaphors, or similes.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------  

 There is NO entry free for 2012, but publishable works of hi gh interest and high quality are requested! 
Deadline:   Entries must be emailed by or postmarked by March 16, 2012 . 

Selected authors will receive an award certificate by the end of the school year and a copy of Arkansas Anthology 
201 2 after it is published later that summer or early fall.   A complimentary copy will be given to teachers who send the 
entries of winning students.   Additional copies may be purchased for a nominal fee.  Editorôs Choice award winners 
will be invited to attend the ACTELA Luncheon  in  November of 2012 !  

   Format:   Entries must be typed.  Each entry must include this statement by the student and verified by either a teacher or 
a parent/guardian:   ñThis is my original work.  I grant permission to ACTELA to publish this if it is a winning  
entry.ò Email signatures are acceptable.  Please avoid submitting plagiarized work!  

Each entry should include the following information:   Studentôs name, grade, and a mailing address for both the 
school/teacher AND  the student.  Include the teacherôs names with student entries!  
 

ACTELA  is an affiliate of the National Council of Teachers of English.   http://www.actela.org/  
 
 Submissions:   MSWord email attachment s are preferred , but print copies can be mailed to the address below. 

Email submissions as an MSWord attachment to  dkeyes@astate.edu 
   or Mail submissions to:    
Arkansas Anthology 20 12 
c/o   Dr. Dixie Keyes, E ditor  

P.O. Box 2350  
State  University, AR   724 67 

  

 
 

 

  

  

 

Photographs & Artwork (we need a 
cover!) 
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